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SUNSHINE 
 
 
CHARACTERS 
Maggie in her 50s. She is her mother’s caregiver 
 
Dr. Enriquez  50 years old, cold, indifferent person. 
 
Nurse in her 40s. She is kind and soft spoken, compassionate. 
 
Woman in her 70s displeased, annoyed, disappointed, angry and sad. 
 
 
SCENE 1 
 
TIME: 6:00pm  
 
PLACE: The ICU room of University Hospital. The humming sounds of 
machinery the whooshing of a respiratory machine and the beeps of a heart monitor 
beep, beep, beep.  
 
AT RISE: In the a very pale patient. Mother 78 years old. There is a chair to the 
left side of the bed.	Maggie is standing by waiting for the doctor. 
 
      Maggie  
I can not believe that only 24 hours ago we were together, chatting at the Marina 
restaurant. The breeze almost took our napkins that accompanied our drinks of 
ginger ale, with those orange and red hawiian umbrellas, as if they were the finest 
drinks.  
 
(Dr. enters. He looks through Maggie at the patient) 
 
       Maggie 
Hi Dr. Enriquez. How is my mother doing? I’m so worried.  
 
                                                   (Without looking up) 
 
                                                       Doctor  
Why are you asking that question? She is here in the ICU for a reason.  
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                                                  (She speaks softly) 
 
       Maggie  
But, do you think she is going to make it out of danger? I think she is having hard 
time breathing. 
  
 
 
                                                     Doctor  
No.  
                            
 
      Maggie  
Is she ever going to leave the hospital? 
 
                                                     Doctor 
You should be preparing for the worse. You should be ready (slight pause)… 
preparing everything that is…  
 
                                                     Maggie 
You don’t have the last word, Dr. Enriquez. (Sternly) GOD does.  
 
   (The doctor looked at Maggie, with no expression) 
 
                                                      Doctor (Pause. Almost bored)   
 
We can do a tracheotomy.  
 
        Maggie 
What is that? 
       
         Doctor (exasperated) 
We make an opening through the neck into the trachea. A tube is placed through 
this opening. Breathing is done through the tube. It may help and then again it may 
not. (his phone buzzes. He looks at it and leaves the room) 
 
                                                          
         Maggie  (at his back) 
Thank you. 
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(11:40 pm. The nurse enters) 
 
                                                              Nurse  
Excuse me, before Dr. Enriquez can do the tracheotomy. We need you to sign the 
consent.  
 
      Maggie 
Yes, I’ll sign it (She does, and hands it to the nurse) 
 
      Nurse 
Thank you. I’ll take your mother down to the OR now.  
 
        Maggie 
Thank you. 
 
(Maggie watches helplessly as her mother is wheeled past her) 
 
 
(1:39 am. The waiting room. Maggie overhears a woman talking) 
 
                                                     Woman 
Dr. Enriquez is a bad, inept doctor. He should be banned from the hospital. I’ve 
talked to another woman who said that Enriquez operated on her father this 
afternoon, and her dad does not look good. He did my husband’s surgery this 
morning and I’m very concern. 
 
                   (The nurse enters)  
 
      Nurse                                                                     
Dr. Enriquez is done with the surgery. Your mom is in the recovery room. Room 
#2. 
  
 (The woman looks at Maggie shocked. Then looks away)  
 
 
  (2:47 am. The Recovery Room, Room #2) 
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     Maggie 
Oh, mom! Everything is going to be ok. (Holding her mother’s right hand) I 
promise you that I will not let Dr. Enriquez come near you. 
 
(Suddenly a Medical Alert team rushes to room 7, directly across from room 
#2 Maggie hears a woman crying). 
 
     Woman 
Oh, my God! I’ll never see him again. It is the fault of that Dr. 
 
                                                    Nurse (enters) 
It’s the patient from room 7.  
 
                                                    Maggie 
What happened nurse? 
 
                                                  Nurse 
He has died.  
 
                                                   Maggie (very concerned)   
 
Dr. Enriquez operated on him, and now he’s gone? 
 
     Nurse 
Yes. I’m sorry. 
 
 
                                              
 (4:19 am. Medical Alert, again, this time in Room 4, next door to Room 2. 
More commotion and crying. Maggie’s pokes her head out of room 2, and sees 
doctors running around frantically. She sees the nurse) 
 
             Maggie  
“Excuse me nurse, nurse, nurse? Was that man Dr. Enriquez’s patient also? 
 
 
      Nurse (speaks softly. Her eyes say it all)  
Yes.  
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      Maggie (Maggie looks terrified) 
I don’t want Dr. Enriquez seeing my mom. I don’t want Dr. Enriquez to come near 
my mother again. (Sternly) I want to talk to the chief resident, please.  
 
 
      Nurse  
I’ll write a note in her chart about your concern. 
 
                                                    Maggie 
No. You don’t understand. I don’t want Dr. Enriquez in my mother’s chart at all. I 
will call my lawyer. I will sue this hospital. No mas! 
 
                                                    Nurse (soothing Maggie) 
I am putting a note in her chart for a different Dr. Don’t worry, your mom is going 
to be ok. 
 
(Maggie goes back inside and puts a chair against the door. She sits in the 
chair and begins to fall asleep) 
 
(5: 55 am. The lights vanish and room #2 becomes dark. Suddenly ominous 
rumblings from outside the door with crying and screaming. Someone is 
trying to open the door of Room #2. They begin to pound on it. They rattle the 
door savagely.) 
 
                                                        
 
     Maggie 
Go away, Dr. Enriquez! (Maggie pushes against the door) You won’t take her! 
Death will not come into this room! No Mas!!(The pounding stops…a short 
period of silence, followed by a very soft knock. Maggie awakes with a start)  
 
 
     Nurse (from outside) 
Maggie, please open the door.  
 
       (Maggie’s mom opens her eyes and smiles)                                              
      
      
     Maggie (smiling with tears in her eyes) 
Good morning Mom.  
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(Another soft knock and Maggie opens the door. A beautiful Ray of sunshine 
enters into the room)  
 
(Maggie faces the audience) What a beautiful day! 
 
Lights Fade 
 
END OF PLAY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    


